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PENTECOSTAL PRAYER FOR THE STATE 
OF THE CHURCH 


At the first Pentecost, those early pilgrims on the way learned 
among other matters, chiefly two things: First to wait, secondly to 
pray. 

I only know what I read, since nobody pays traveling expenses for 
me to travel around and uncover the state of the Church throughout 
either the nation or the world. But it seems to me some of us still 
must learn to “wait on the Lord” and others must learn to pray in or- 
der to have the good Lord act. 

“Waiting on the Lord” means realizing that He can and will act 
according to His good pleasure, which we poor humans do not always 
understand or underwrite. No matter; we must still wait. Wait 
with the undomitable conviction that He will act, because He can and 
because He has said He will bring all things to a successful conclu- 
sion. 


Many of us have been waiting, in a sense, about this matter of 
church unity. But I wonder whether it has been waiting on the Lord 
or waiting for commissions or synods or something else. That is not 
Pentecostal waiting. 

There is something else that must go with waiting. That is pray- 
er. As we must not grow weary in well-doing, so we must not sleep at 
the prayer desk. Have we been making the matter of Lutheran unity 
the matter of prayer—perpetual intercessory prayer? Prayer for light 
to shine into the other fellow’s benighted soul, (of course it’s always 
the other fellow who is benighted) and prayer that God in His un- 
speakable mercy would give us the wisdom to know when the waiting 
period is over! When the time for action has come! For then it is no 
longer the winter of the synods but the bright spring-time promise of 
a plenteous harvest. 

I am a Muezzin today and this is the call to prayer: “There is no 
God but the Trinity and only the Lord of the Church can bring peace 
to His people! Blessed be His Holy Name among us!” 

My dear friend, it has been said by statisticians that if two per- 
cent of the population want a given thing hard enough to put their very 
life-blood into its fulfillment, they can have the object of their dreams. 
We are not called upon by our God to put blood, our blood or anyone 
else’s, into this matter of unity in the Church. Perhaps that is the very 


reason why it doesn’t appeal to us who have been nurtured on the 
slaughter of two world wars. 


However, all the Almighty says is: “The fervent effectual prayer 
of a righteous man’‘availeth much!” He has made it seem so easy: 
All you have to do is make your petition known to God in Jesus’ Name 
and with the unction of the Holy Spirit—so we wise mortals say— 
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that’s so easy!—and then we forthright don’t pray. Isn’t it time to 
call for a band of pastors throughout the country to pledge themselves 
in their private devotion and in leading their flocks and in encourag- 
ing private prayer among their people to a perpetual “Novena” for 
Lutheran unity, catholicity, and confessionalism? 

But some among my readers are likely to say—and rightly so— 
the Church has been praying for years about this. The point is con- 
ceded. I will not say “the pray-ers were conceited”, but I will add 
that preaching the full counsel of God has not been the practice of our 
Lutheran bodies as I have come to know them from St. Louis east, and 
up and down the Atlantic coast. A glorious book with a glorious in- 
side glance at the early Church (Acts 2, 42) tells me that the early 
Christians not only met weekly to hear the Apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship (as most of our Lutherans do) but also for the breaking of 
bread. That practice we notoriously skip. Oftentimes Lutheran con- 
gregations feel especially saintly that they have monthly communions. 
But our spiritual granddaddies couldn’t get enough of it! 


Now I ask you in the spirit of youth (inquisitive but not malici- 
ous): how can we hope for the results of the apostolic age without 
a faithful following of the essentials of apostolic practice? 

I have seen a congregation in a very limited community that had 
an average Sunday worship attendance of 35 spring to life under the 
weekly communion idea and then have 35 communicants as the aver- 
age per Sunday with an attendance average of 80, with a communicant 
membership of 130. There were other attendant factors: the rise in 
the use of devotional materials in the home, the absence of commer- 
cialism in the finance program, purely the free-will offerings of its 
people supporting the Church, and incidentally producing a doubling 
of the congregation’s income without too much of an increase in mem- 
bership. 

Perhaps you are wondering how the matter of weekly communions 
got into a presentation on “Pentecostal prayer for the state of the 
Church”? The visually presented evidence for the nearness of the 
Lord is a vital factor in making our prayer pentecostal in character 
and objective. “That they may be one” prayed this Christ who comes 
to me veiled in bread and wine. “one”—‘one”—‘“one”—“I in them 
and they in me”—‘“as I am in Thee and Thou art in me”’—‘“one’— 
“one—United, God with man and men thru God. What else does 
the host cry out than the love of God to make one the broken body. 
Or the blood, from out that love-surrendered side—what else does it 
speak but the longing heart of the Savior, pierced that unity might 
come again and that men might bicker, hate, and murder no more. 

How weak is prayer without this dynamic personal God ushering 
us up the stairs of the great throne and the Holy Spirit at our elbows to 
whisper in our ear and suggest the heart of love by which alone the 
King of kings is pleased. 

I need the holy communion and my people need the holy com- 
munion (for God gave it as that kind of aid for any great undertaking) 
if I and they are to pray aright for this matter of Lutheran unity, 
catholicity, confessionalism. But pray we must. We must begin 
somewhere. Where are the mighty men of tomorrow who today will 
pledge themselves to allow themselves to be schooled in the Holy 
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Spirit’s college of prayer for the estate of the Church throughout the 
world, but particularly our Lutheran flock, now torn by thorns and 
threatened by wolves? Una Sancta is anxious to know and the un- 
dersigned awaits comment and suggestion. 


COLLECT FOR LUTHERAN UNITY 


O God, Who art the author of all unity and a lover of true 
concord, behold mercifully the divided state of the Lutheran Church, 
and grant that as we acknowledge one Lord Jesus Christ, so by the 
Holy Spirit we may be led into perfect oneness of faith, through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


ARTHUR HAWLICHECK. 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR UNITY 
OF THE CHURCH 


Tomorrow the Week of Prayer for Unity begins. We have placed 
the litanies in the pews for the morning prayer. Everything is ready. 
We will join with millions and millions of men and women all around 
the world in the stream of prayers for Unity, “That all may be one.” 

In many years we have prayed in this octave from 18th to 25th 
January. These eight days are now dear for the whole parish, and 
many other parishes in Sweden from the Polar Circle to the South 
Coast join with us in the prayers. We have daily morning and eve- 
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ning prayer (Lauds and Compline) in the church the whole year, and 
now we add the one litany for Unity in the morning and the other in 
the evening. In the schools the children pray for Unity. In the 
homes many people pray. And next week, 22-25 January, priests from 
Denmark, Norway and perhaps Finland and Iceland will come to Os- 
by. A member of the Russian Church and perhaps of the Anglican 
Church will be here. We intend to have a preparatory conference for 
a bigger oecumenical conference in the beginning of August. Norweg- 
ian, Danish and Swedish Mass will be celebrated three days. In the 
evenings between Vesper and Compline we have sermons. 

What is the aim of the week of prayer? We aim at Unity, which 
the Father has promised His Church. And we believe that it will 
come in the time and in the way, which God likes. Therefore no one 
has the right to pray that his own Church should conquer any other 
Church. We will let God show His will. Thy will be done, so we 
pray. 

To all readers of Una Sancta, who will next year join in the pray- 
ers we send our best wishes and our hearts’ love of Jesus Christ. The 
Spirit of our Lord, blessed in eternity, be with you. 


Yours in Christ 
GUNNAR ROSENDAL 


PRAYERS USED IN OSBY, SWEDEN 


“He who loves the Son, loves the sons of God also. Who are God’s 
sons? The members of the Son.”—St. Augustine. 


O LORD, ALMIGHTY GOD, Who hast built Thy Church upon 
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself as the cornerstone: 


We confess before Thee our sin in the division of Thy Church 
whereby the body of Christ has been divided. 


And we beseech Thee: 


Forgive us and cause us to be united in Christ’s love, in or- 
der that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 


O LORD, HOLY FATHER, Who hast given Thy Son to be the 
Head of the Church, we beseech Thee: 

Let Thy Holy Church attain unity throughout the whole earth in 
the manner and at the time it pleases Thee. 

Hear us, good Lord. 


O LORD, MERCIFUL GOD, Who hast sent Thy Son Jesus Christ 
in order that He should gather Thy people as a fold under one shep- 
herd, we unite our prayers with the plea which Thou dost receive 
from the entire praying Church in heaven and on earth, and we be- 
seech Thee, let us soon in one spirit and with one mouth serve and 
glorify Thee in Thy Holy Church’s visible unity, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Hear us, good Lord God. 
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GLORY, praise and honor be unto Thee, Jesus Christ. May the 
entire world glorify Thee. Blessed be Thy Holy Name, Thou Who 
permitted Thyself to be born of the pure and holy Virgin for us mis- 
erable sinners. 

BLESSED be Thy great love, Thou Who offered Thyself on the 
cross for our redemption. Have mercy upon us. Guide us so by 
Thy grace here on earth that we also may rejoice with Thee in Thy 
eternal Kingdom in heaven; Thou, Who with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit dost live and reign throughout eternity. Amen. 


LITANY FOR UNITY 


O GOD, heavenly Father, Creator of the world. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

O Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
O Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of life. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Holy Trinity, we glorify and praise Thy holy name, 

And honor Thee with all angels and saints. 

We beseech Thee that Thou wouldst graciously forgive us, that we 
have divided Thy Holy Church, the body of Christ. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

We beseech Thee that Thou wouldst unite Thy Church throughout the 
whole earth as a fold under one Shepherd. 

Hear us, good Lord God. 

We beseech Thee that Thou wouldst give the Church the unity which 
is in the Holy Trinity. 

Hear us, good Lord God. 

We beseech Thee that Thou wouldst let Thy chastisement serve to re- 
store unity in Christendom. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

We beseech Thee, that Thou wouldst cleanse our hearts from hate, 
bitterness, and distrust against our brothers in other Churches. 

Hear us, good Lord God. 

We beseech Thee that Christ’s sacrificing love may fill our hearts, and 
drive us together so that we become one in Christ. 

To Thee be glory throughout eternity. 

We pray Thee that Thou wouldst enclose our prayers and our efforts 
for the unity of the Church in Christ’s sacrifice, so that all that we 
pray and do may be pleasing to Thee. 

Praised be Thy name throughout eternity. 

Thou, Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Who hast aroused 
us to pray and work for the unity of Thy Church, Thee we bring our 
thanks and praise: 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

(Editor’s note: another suitable time for special intercessions for 
Christ’s‘Church is the period between the Ascension and 

entecost. 
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THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
(June 24 to September 14) 


NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST, (June 24) 

This child shall be great in the sight of the Lord: for His hand is 
with him. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

GOD, who didst honor this day through the birth of Saint John 
the Baptist, grant unto Thy people spiritual gladness and direct the 
minds of all Thy faithful into the way of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 


SAINT IRENAEUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR, 202, (June 28) 


Irenaeus was born at Smyrna in Asia Minor. He was a pupil of 
St. Polycarp who was bishop of that city, and who in turn was a dis- 
ciple of St. John the Evangelist. Irenaeus became bishop of Lyons 
in Gaul where he died for the faith with many other Christians in 202. 

Epistle: 2 Tim. 3:14-17; 4:1-5 Gospel: St. Matt. 10:28-33 

O GOD, who didst vouchsafe unto blessed Irenaeus, Thy martyr 
and bishop, by his teaching of the truth, happily to establish peace in 
Thy Church; grant unto us, Thy people, we beseech Thee, to ever re- 
main steadfast in our holy religion, and in all our days to enjoy that 
peace which is from Thee. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, 
etc. Amen. 

(Vigil of Sts. Peter and Paul.) 


THE HOLY APOSTLES, STS. PETER AND PAUL. (June 29) 


Alleluia. Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate from you, and shall reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake: rejoice ye, and leap for joy: 
for behold, your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

O GOD, who didst give Thine Apostles Peter and Paul grace to 


lay down their lives for the sake of Thy dear Son, endow us, we be- 
seech Thee, with like constancy that we may at all times be ready to 


lay down our livgs for Him who laid down His life for us; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth, ete. Amen. 


VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, (July 2) 


Blessed art thou, O Mary, among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb: behold, there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told thee from the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast dealt wonderfully with Thy hand- 
maiden, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and hast chosen her to be the mother 
of Thy Son and hast graciously made known that Thou regardest the 
poor and lowly and the despised, grant us grace in all humility and 
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meekness to receive Thy Word with hearty faith and so to be made 
one with Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 


STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS, BISHOPS AND CONFESSORS, 
APOSTLES TO THE SLAVS, (July 7) 


The Slavic nations are indebted to these two apostles of the East 
for their untiring zeal for their faith and civilization. 

Epistle: Heb. 7:7-27 Gospel: St. Luke 10:1-9 

ALMIGHTY, Eternal God, who didst grant the peoples of Slav- 
onia to come to the knowledge of Thy name through Thy blessed con- 
fessors and bishops, Cyril and Methodius, grant that as we may glory 
in their festival, we may be joined with them in fellowship; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, etc. Amen. 


SAINT MARY MAGDALENE, PENITENT, (July 22) 

My heart is joyful in Thy salvation; I will sing of the Lord be- 
cause He hath dealt so lovingly with me. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

GRANT, O Most Merciful Father, that as blessed Mary Magda- 
lene, by loving Thine Only-begotten Son above all things, obtained 
forgiveness of her sins, so we also, being truly penitent, and trusting 
in the merits of Jesus Christ, may attain to Thy everlasting kingdom. 
Through, etc. Amen. 


SAINT JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE AND MARTYR, (July 25) 


Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the 
ends of the earth. Alleluia. 

GRANT, O Lord, that, as Thy Apostle Saint James readily obeyed 
the calling of Thy Son Jesus Christ, we may by Thy grace be enabled 
to forsake all worldly and carnal affections and to follow Him alone: 


Through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth, etc. 
Amen. 


SAINT MARTHA OF BETHANY, VIRGIN, (July 27) 


The virtues of Martha should not be minimized though they are 
more commonplace. She was a good housekeeper, diligent, and af- 
fectionate. In discharging her daily tasks she looked at life chiefly 
from the practical side. Truly Our Lord loved her much, because, 
though Mary, her sister, is eager to receive spiritual food from Him, 
Martha, on the contrary, showed a mother’s tender care both for Him 
and for His disciples, who were always received as members of the 
family in her home at Bethany. 

Epistle: 1 Cor. 7:25-34 Gospel: St. Luke 10:38-42 

GRACIOUSLY -hear us, O God, Our Savior, that, as we rejoice in 
the festival of blessed Martha, Thy virgin, so we may be taught by the 
spirit of pious devotion; Through Our Lord, Jesus Christ, ete. Amen. 
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SAINT OLAF, KING OF NORWAY, CONFESSOR AND MARTYR, 
1030, (July 29) 

Ye holy men and righteous, rejoice in the Lord: God hath chosen 
you to be an inheritance to Himself. Alleluia. 

Epistle: 1 Cor. 4:4-19 Gospel: St. Luke 12:35-40 

O GOD, who year by year dost gladden us by the celebration of 
the Feast of Saint Olaf; Mercifully grant that we who keep his feast 
may be inspired by his example and finally share with him everlast- 
ing life; through Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 


SAINT PETER’S CHAINS, (August 1) 

The angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the 
prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and awaked him, saying, Arise 
up quickly. Alleluia. 

Epistle: Acts 12:1-11 Gospel: St. Matt. 16:13-19 

O GOD, who didst loose St. Peter the Apostle from his chains, 
and didst cause him to depart from prison unharmed: mercifully loose 
us from the chains of our sins, and free us from all evil. Through 
Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 


SAINT LAWRENCE, ARCHDEACON OF ROME, MARTYR, 258, 
(August 10) 

O my servant, be not dismayed, for I am with thee: if thou passest 
through the fire, the flames shall not hurt thee. 

Epistle: 2 Cor. 9:6-10 Gospel: St. John 12:24-26 

O GOD, who didst give to blessed Lawrence grace to withstand 
his fiery torture: quench, we’ beseech Thee, the flames of our sins. 
Through Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 


SAINT BERNARD, ABBOT AND DOCTOR, 1153 (August 20) ie 
Outstanding because of his devotion to Christ and for his evangeli- 
cal concept of the Sacred Passion in the working out of our salvation. 


Luther said of him, “When Bernard speaks of Christ it is a pleasure 
to listen to him.” 

Epistle: Proverbs 28:20-28 Gospel: St. Matt. 5:13-19 

O GOD, who makest us glad by the yearly recurring feast of Thy 
blessed Confessor Saint Bernard; mercifully grant that we, who cele- 


brate his feast-day, may be inspired by his example. Through Jesus 
Christ, etc. Amen. 


SAINT BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR, (August 24) 


Be ye valiant in warfare, and contend ye with the old serpent: 
and ye shall receive an eternal kingdom. Alleluia. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, who through Thy Son Jesus Christ didst 
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choose Saint Bartholomew to be an Apostle to preach the Blessed Gos- 
pel, give unto Thy Church evermore faithful teachers to proclaim the 
glory of Thy Name; Through Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 


SAINT AUGUSTINE, BISHOP OF HIPPO, CONFESSOR, DOCTOR, 
430 (August 28) 

The Lord had great delight in him, and adorned him: He clothed 
him with a robe of glory. 

Epistle: 2 Tim. 4:1-8 Gospel: St. Matt. 5:13-19 

ALMIGHTY and merciful God, who by Thy grace didst raise up 
blessed Augustine in Thy Church to be a witness and defender of the 


’ Gospel: Show forth in us, we beseech Thee, the power of that grace, 


that by Thy Gospel we may know Thy will, and by it we may be able 
to perform the same. Through Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 


BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST, (August 29) 

This is a martyr who strove for his Master’s precepts, even unto 
death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was es- 
tablished on a sure foundation. 

Epistle: Jer. 1:17-19 Gospel: St. Mark 6:17-29 

O GOD, who didst enable Thy forerunner, Saint John the Baptist, 
to recognize in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world: Grant, 
we beseech Thee, that Him whom we now see as in a glass darkly, we 
may hereafter see face to face. Through the same Jesus Christ, etc. 
Amen. 


NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, (September 8) 
Let us rejoice, today is the Nativity of the holy Virgin Mary: 
whose beauty the Lord regarded; and He visited her humility. 
Epistle: Prov. 31:10-31 Gospel: St. Matt. 1:1-16 
GRANT, we beseech Thee, O Lord, to thy humble servants the 
gift of Thy heavenly grace, that as we celebrate the Nativity of the 
Virgin Mother of God, so we may hereafter obtain the fruits of the In- 


carnation of the Only-begotten. Through the same Jesus Christ, etc. 
Amen. 


EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS, (September 14) 

The Cross shines forth in splendor, whereon the Lord Incarnate 
was hanged: who cleansed our wounds and bruises with His own 
cleansing Blood. 

Epistle: Phil. 2:15-11 Gospel: St. John 12:3-36 

O GOD, who dost gladden us this day by the annual solemnity of 
the exaltation of the.Holy Cross, grant, we beseech Thee, that, as we 
have known its mystery on earth, we may come to those joys in heaven 
which it has purchased. Through the same Jesus Christ, etc. Amen. 
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YOU MUST BECOME AS THESE 


He sat with his face in his hands, elbows on the desk, deep in 
thought. Before him were rows of empty seats. Through the windows 
streamed auroral gold. Within the hour the youngsters would be 
tumbling into the room, matching the sun’s brightness with youthful 
cheerfulness and freedom. But there was still time for his usual 
morning-rumination, now grown precious to him. 


He was a teacher by desire and choice. His life was lost in teach- 
ing, immersed in his opportunity to guide little ones. His was not a 
colossal intellect, but he loved the philosophy of his daily life—not be- 
cause it was his, but because it stemmed from his faith in the Indwell- 
ing Savior, and was transfused into his life. And now his thoughts 
were drifting effortlessly back to their source . . 


. Another day to bring them nearer to Thee, my Father; into 
Thy hands I commend myself. Today we shall study many ordinary 
things called a curriculum. It could become commonplace if Thou 
were not here to lift us up in it. 


“Schools are not buildings, I know, nor curricula, nor books, nor 
subject-mastery. Wisdom is not knwledge only, else the race would 
be only for the brilliant. But school is: children, and a guide who 
leads the children to the dawning of their own consciousness. No 
teacher can give his learning to children; he may but lead them to the 
doorway, and it is they who enter. But what is wisdom? To what 
shall I lead them? Is wisdom found in the mastering of bulk subject- 
matter? Never! How many children have been scandalized by teach- 
ers who insisted that all children, despite their diversified abilities, 
must conform and perform to the precise degree that the teacher him- 
self insisted upon. Or is wisdom any one of the innumerable defini- 
tions or aims of learning that men have made? Perhaps they are in- 
cluded in part, as Solomon averred. But in fundamental basis, Love 
of God is wisdom. This has been the singular teaching of the Church 
down through the centuries. It is the “raison d’etre” of the parochial 
school. So I must lead these youngsters to Thee first. Having Thee, 
learning and knowledge may take their suitable places in children’s 
personalities as components of a useful life, and complements of wis- 
dom. But first, God. 


First and foremost in the day’s program is God. I could make God- 
study strictly curricular, having a lesson of catechization, a lesson of 
Bible History (complete with quizz and application), the singing of 
several hymns, and the recitation of memory selections. But should 
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the study of God be a stereotyped, atomistic one, divorced from life? 
Is mastery of the memory-work the ultimate aim of our Day Schools, 
or even a satisfactory medium for transference to life? I have not felt 
it to be. Educational psychology has demonstrated conclusively that 
memorized data are rapidly forgotten, leaving nothing but a vague 
recollection of having gone through it” . . . Nor is such “learning” the 
essential ingredient of the saints. The disciples were crude and un- 
lettered, yet they took the world of Greek and Roman and Jewish in- 
tellects by storm! The Apostle was learned, but counted his body of 
knowledge as dung as compared with the glory of Christ in him. The 
martyrs were not brilliant in things of the world, yet they strengthened 
and extended the Church so that it eclipsed all kingdoms. It was not 
knowledge that brought forth the Bride of Christ, but the Paraclete 
acting through men by worship. One has only to think of Pentecost! It 
was this worship that brought forth the Scriptures of the new coven- 
ant, and not Scriptures which brought forth worship. Those of low 
degree were exalted, not the rich. The priests, Pharisees, the Saduc- 
cees were learned in all The Writings, and could recite whole books 
verbatim. Yet they knew not the Savior, nor His Comforter! The 
essence of the Church is worship of the Holy Trinity, revealed in the 
Son by the Father, by all His children who are in the Spirit. Wor- 
ship is man’s highest good. 


“But I ama teacher, an educator, not a pastor. Should I not leave 
this matter of worship to the pastor? No. We are all priests—even 
young Kenneth who can scarcely memorize, and Jack, who is years be- 
hind in reading achievement. They are members of the Mystical 
Body by Baptism fully as much as I, even if I could recite the Catche- 
chism backwards. I shall make my religion lessons a devotional ef- 
fort. Thus Norman, high moron though he be, will also share in wor- 
ship, where otherwise he could not share. For it is through worship 
that we grow into His likeness! We grow .. we become. . is this 
not learning? 


“But have you any educational plan which would demonstrate the 
reasonableness of approaching religious learning by means of worship? 
Yes, the voices of many modern educators come to mind who place 
mastery far behind interest. A teacher must plant and water the seeds 


.of interest of Christ-centered attitudes, and of wholesome tastes. Little 


is revealed by A’s in musty rank-books. How many children have 
been offended because memorizing of extra-contextual material has 
been made the criterion of faith and Christianity. God’s Word a stum- 
bling block! Blasphemy, but true. How many millstones would 
have been better. But where is your educational foundation? Per- 
haps Itard best expresses it in his five principles of education: (1) in- 


13 


terest and pleasure, (2) influence of strong emotional accompaniments, 
(3) learning through social exchange (Montessori), (4) laws of neces- 
sity, and (5) motor expression and social participation (Pestalozzi and 
Froebel). Children love doing. They are not natural spectators. By 
means of a Morning Devotion all children are immediately included, 
without the preoccupation of being quizzed. This sparks their pleas- 
ure and interest immediately. Through participation they empathi- 
cally respond to the teacher’s devotion. If they love him, the worship 
and learning are already under way. With all their fellow-classmates 
participating, the learning process (Itard, No. 2 and 3) is active. Since 
inclusion in this worship demands understanding, the law of necessity 
comes into play. And because the religious-learning program is in 
the form of a worship, (that is, a Morning Devotion), motor expression 
and social participation are inextricably present. Learning, but un- 
marked, ungraded and unsung. Corporate worship becomes a means 
of interest, too, for there is no grading to fear. (And how many young- 
sters fear grades!) In addition, disinterest (in many ways worse than 
hatred) should be at a minimum. The final aim, of course, is action. 
This action is the dynamic Christian goal. Worship and conduct are 
inseparable, for true worship, in spirit and truth, is union with God, 
and this pulsates in life.” 


His meditative soliloquy was interrupted by the sound of hasty 
footsteps and blithe voices. In a moment they burst in upon his se- 
clusion with hearty greetings and shining morning-faces. Their spon- 


taneous laughter brought him refreshment. Another day to plant and 
water! 


Before begininng the Morning Devotion, he noted the children’s 
individual worship chart. On the blackboard, in a special place, were 
two numbers. One represented the children leading family devotions, 
and the other indicated the children conducting conscious prayer-lives: 
that is, those using daily prayers of petition, praise, thanksgiving, in- 
tercession, adoration and consecration. Each Monday the children 
testified of their activity during the past week by adding to or sub- 
tracting from the numbers. It was a mechanism, he admitted, but 
even saints needed a “regula.” 


Then, putting all things behind, he faced the class. “In the name 
of ..” and the Devotion was begun. The object of worship was the 
Crucifix on the wall in front, for the Father is ever present and mani- 
fested in Him. As St. Paul says, “The light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.” Sometimes the order of 
Matins was used, sometimes suffrages, morning suffrages, litanies, or 
the Order for opening a Christian school. He often lamented that 
there were so few liturgies and orders for worship. Each day a Psalm 
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was read responsively, or a Canticle chanted. The “organist” was 
supplied by some of the talented youngsters, already adept in the art 
of liturgy and hymn playing. The “Lesson” was supplanted by a 
discussion-study, recitation, and witnessing of the Enchiridion of the 
Catechism, taken topically as suitable to the Church calendar. Mem- 
ory-selections (verses) were always discussed in conection with the 
Enchiridion, and learned by those capable. He would pray the Col- 
lects for the children, but each day would say: “Any child who wishes 
may pray after we have prayed together the following Collect.” He 
never ceased to thrill at hearing the piping voice of a child lifted up 
for the child-congregation. Prayer is an essential part of all worship, 
and out of the children’s mouths these songs of praise come forth like 
a clarion. Simplicity such as is a child’s naturally, and courage, are 
the virtues of real prayer. 


Even the Offertory was included, and pennies were given cheer- 
fully for a special Good Cause. The children themselves were minis- 
ters of the alms-basin. “All things come of Thee”—“Of Thine Own 
have we given Thee.” The idea of stewardship, too, being planted and 
watered. But he always pointed out that one thing was Jacking which 
they should someday have: The Eucharist. Future plans and hopes 
are so much a part of children. Building this hope now, someday they 
may come to value the Holy Communion as the great climax of their 
worship and lives. 


Essentially, worship is self-giving which brings enrichment. Re- 
ceiving by giving! Worship is an expression of faith in a living God, 
a bulwark for increasing hope, and a constant admission of need for 
God’s love. If, then, worship is receiving God into the mind and heart, 
it is true learning. And if worship is union with God, the learning- 
act has achieved mankind’s quest—Eternal Truth. 


Still filled with these, and other thoughts of his opportunity to 
lead youngsters to find the Pilgrim’s Highway, he turned and gazed 
up at the Cross, while the children chanted the Kyrie. It may have 
been that the light was dim. It may have been that his vision was 
clouded by thoughts and dreams. Or it may have been for another 
reason. In any event, as he gazed upward, he saw the familiar I N of 
the seal of the Cross transfigured before him. The letters I N became 
the initial letters of a precious verba . . “INasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these,” while a smile hovered round the Sa- 
vior’s lips. 


R. V. SCHNABEL. 
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FROM THE PAST 


(Loehe’s “Haus-Schul-und Kirchenbuch”, Vol. II) 
By Esther Feddersen 


HOLY SEASONS 


It is clear that all Christians, inasmuch as they were early sancti- 
fied by Baptism, through which the Word of God operates mightily, 
should now be and remain holy,—that they should consecrate them- 
selves to God again and again. But it is equally clear that of those bap- 
tized only a few really do this,—that they are for the most part an un- 
holy people, and that it cannot be truly said of them that they are a 
royal priesthood and a priestly kingdom. So great is the difference 
between what we ought to be and what we really do and are! The 
same is true of the Christian’s time. Our time should be altogether 
hallowed to the Lord and His Kingdom, there should be none save 
holy days in our lives. It ought to be thus, but unhappily it is not. We 
do not consecrate our time to the Lord by means of His Holy Word and 
prayer. When now and then we do, it is by exception, and we are ac- 
customed to refer to such hours as “holy”, in order to set them apart 
from the commonplace hours that make up the rest of the day. Since 
this is true, the Church of God teaches and admonishes us over and 
over to hallow our days altogether. She teaches us to sanctify certain 
seasons in order that we may thereby learn to sanctify all time. She 
instructs us regarding 


(1) holy days 
(2) holy weeks 
(3) and the holy year. 


And although she well knows that her efforts will not bear the full 
fruit that she intends, she does not leave off teaching and admonishing 
in order that her holy purpose may be increasingly realized. May 
this purpose now be accomplished in you as you read the following 
instructions regarding the use of your time. 


Since all things are hallowed by God’s Word and Prayer, there is 
no other way, either, to hallow our time. It, too, is to be set free from 
the service of vanity and made meet to serve the Kingdom of God,—it, 
too, I say, but I could just as well have said, it above all other things 
that we possess. For it is the most precious, and if it is hallowed, ev- 
erything else is hallowed with it, since God created everything in and 
for time. Therefore, whenever we use God’s Word, read or hear it or 
recall it to our minds, and then in obedience to this Word draw near to 
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God in prayer, this time is hallowed, alike when we are reading or 
praying. It follows from this that we hallow any given time more 
fully if the Word of God that we use and the prayer that we speak are 
particularly suited to it. And this moved the Church to select special 
portions from the Scriptures for the times that she wished to set apart 
as especially holy. In this she follows a definite plan and pattern. 
She contemplate the work of Creation, Redemption, and Sanctification, 
and observes each holy day and season, as far asshe can, by aconsider- 
ation and prayerful application of such portions of the Divine Word as 
set forth this three-fold work in a way suited to each particular time. 
In our discussion of holy seasons we must therefore likewise be mind- 
ful of this three-fold consideration, and wherever the Church has laid 
particular stress on one part or the other, we must do the same. 


A day is hallowed when the soul, as it observes the passing of the 
hours from evening to morning and from morning to evening, learns 
the passages that are appropriate at each hour, and in prayer and con- 
templation offers them again to God. That is what it means to ob- 
serve the course of a natural day, and anyone can learn from the sec- 
ond part of this volume, as well as from the seed-thoughts for prayer, 
how beautiful and lovely this is. By means of the Scripture verses for 
each day, and the prayers for hourly use, the natural day is transfig- 
ured, and sun, moon and stars shine with a supernatural light. 


But there is another way of hallowing the day. Here one does 
not so much observe the course of the natural day, but the natural 
day is dominated rather by the remembrance of the last day of our 
Lord Jesus’ life and the events that are bound up with His suffering 
and death. So little can the Church forget Good Friday, so great and 
weighty and important do its happenings appear, that she lives these 
anew each day, and no matter how many thousands of years it may re- 
turn, measures her day again and again by the hour-hand of Christ’s 
Cross. Nine o’clock in the morning strikes,—a sacred hour, for it was 
then that Christ ascended the Cross. Twelve o’clock strikes, and all 
over the land the bells ring in the solemn noon-hour of Jesus Christ, 
when darkness began to gather around Him, when the Father forsook 
His Son. The hour-hand moves on to three in the afternoon. At this 
time Christ died on the Cross. It is then that we pray the beautiful 
vesper prayer about Jesus’ death, which is found among the seed- 
thoughts for prayer.—These three moments of time remind us of the 
climax of Jesus’ last day,—they accompany the ransomed soul up onto 
the noonday height of each of its earthly days, and lead it down again. 
—But not these moments alone, rather every third hour of the day, 
from early morning until night, brings us to another significant step in 
His suffering. It seems almost like the leading of Providence that 
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even in the Old Testament every third hour was an hour of prayer, 
and if the New Testament Church follows this pattern it is not simply 
because she finds particular pleasure in the Old Testament observ- 
ance, but because she is reverently following the steps in Christ’s 
Passion. All our days are filled with the remembrance of His suffer- 
ing and death. In it God’s Word and prayer meet, and by these all 
our days are hallowed. And by such hallowed remembrance we turn 
the natural observance of the day into a spiritual one. 


There is likewise a two-fold way of observing and sanctifying 
the week. Either one ponders the great things that God wrought on 
each separate day of Creation, reads the account of each day, and of- 
fers prayers of thanks and praise as one is prompted, or one observes 
the week by remembering the last week of Jesus’ life. From of old, 
every Wednesday has been dedicated to the memory of the pact be- 
tween Judas and the high priests. The fact that one of the human 
family, yea, an apostle, was capable of entering upon such an agree- 
ment, impelled the Church to make Wednesday the first weekly day 
of penitence and prayer. Friday, the day of our Lord’s death, ranks 
with Wednesday, and was made the second day of penitence and pray- 
er. These are the high points in the observance of the week, but the 
other days, too, have their own hallowed significance. Monday and 
Thursday are given to a contemplation of the last things that Jesus 
spoke and did in the temple,—the last acts of His prophetic office. How 
much there is to read and ponder and pray here! On Thursday our 
Lord poured forth those drops of bloody sweat in Gethsemane, but 
also instituted the Last Supper, whereby that day came to be one of 
rejoicing for the Greek Church, when no one fasts, not even during 
the great annual season of the fast. Nor can we forget here that the 
memory of the Lord’s Ascension is linked up with Thursday.—On Sat- 
urday we remember Jesus’ peaceful rest in the grave, and then pass 
from it to Sunday, always happy and beloved because it is a brother 
to Easter Day and reminds us of Christ’s Resurrection. Indeed, by 
recalling to us likewise the beginning of Creation and the pouring out 
of the Holy Ghost, it becomes not only the festival of the Risen Son 
but also that of the Father and the Spirit, hence of the most Holy Trin- 
ity. From all this we can see how richly the Word of God, meditation, 
and prayer unite to sanctify the week as the Church observes it. By 
means of such observance we come to see the week as a beautiful, 
harmonious whole, no matter whether we treat it as the first week of 
the world, or the last week of our Lord Jesus. 


(To be continued) 
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NOTES 


Since the last issue the editor emeritus of UNA SANCTA, the 
Rev. J. Madsen of Brush, Colorado, has been translated to the 
Church triumphant. The next issue will give an account of his life 
for Christ in this world. Eternal rest give to him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. May the souls of the faithful 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 


* 


WRITERS IN THIS ISSUE. The Rev. Arthur Hawlicheck is 
pastor of St. Matthew Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. The Rev. 
Gunnar Rosendal, D. Th., is pastor of St. Peter Church, Osby, 
Sweden, a staff member, and a leader in the Church of Sweden. 
Translations of the prayers from the Swedish are by the Rev. J. A. 
Jacobson of St. Louis, Missouri. The Communion of Saints calen- 
dar is prepared by Staff Member Richard Klopf. Mr. R. V. Schna- 
bel is a teacher in St. Paul school, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Miss 
Esther Feddersen is a teacher-elect in the Lutheran High School of 
St. Louis. 


* * * 


UNA SANCTA will now go to at least sixteen nations and politi- 
cal divisions of the world, including all Lutheran theological sem- 


inaries using the English language, and all Lutheran primates of 
northern Europe. This is made possible through the kindness of 
one of the staff members. 


* * 


GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND TO 
THE HOLY GHOST: AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, 
AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. 
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